URGENT: Urgent Appeal Regarding Human Rights Violations and Internet Shutdown in Iran
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Dear Sir or Madam,
On behalf of concerned members of the international community, and in my personal capacity, I respectfully bring to your attention the ongoing and rapidly escalating human rights crisis in the Islamic Republic of Iran, including the deliberate, nationwide shutdown of internet and international communications occurring contemporaneously with credible reports of the use of lethal force against civilians.
The systematic and sustained disruption of communications has effectively isolated the civilian population, depriving families inside and outside Iran of any meaningful ability to ascertain the safety and well-being of loved ones. It has also obstructed independent documentation, verification, and reporting of alleged killings, arbitrary detentions, enforced disappearances, and other serious violations of fundamental rights. When imposed alongside reports of lethal force and severe restrictions on peaceful assembly and expression, this communications blackout raises acute concerns under international human rights law, including the rights to life, freedom of expression, and peaceful assembly, as guaranteed under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and related international norms.
In light of these circumstances, we urgently call upon the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights to exercise its full mandate without delay. This includes immediate monitoring and documentation of alleged violations, timely public reporting, and active coordination with relevant UN mechanisms and Special Procedures. The deliberate use of communications shutdowns in this context constitutes a serious aggravating factor that heightens the risk of irreparable harm to civilians and demands prompt international scrutiny and response. The immediate restoration of full internet access and unfettered international communications is essential to protect civilian life, enable independent monitoring, deter further abuses, and ensure accountability.
We respectfully request confirmation that this submission has been received and referred to the appropriate office or team within OHCHR for urgent consideration.
Thank you for your attention to this grave and time-sensitive matter.
Respectfully,

