SUBJECT: Urgent Action Request: Ongoing Human Rights Violations and Internet Shutdown in Iran
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Dear Sir or Madam,
On behalf of concerned members of the international community, and in my personal capacity, I urgently request action by the Special Procedures of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights in response to ongoing and escalating human rights violations in the Islamic Republic of Iran, including the deliberate, nationwide shutdown of internet and international communications occurring contemporaneously with credible reports of the use of lethal force against civilians.
The coordinated and sustained disruption of communications has effectively placed the civilian population beyond the reach of independent scrutiny at a moment of acute risk. Families inside and outside Iran have been deprived of any reliable means to confirm the safety of loved ones, while journalists, human rights defenders, and civil society actors are unable to document, verify, or transmit information regarding alleged killings, arbitrary detentions, enforced disappearances, and other serious violations. The communications blackout, when imposed alongside reports of lethal force and severe restrictions on peaceful assembly and expression, appears to function as an enabling mechanism for further abuses.
These circumstances raise grave concerns under international human rights law, including violations of the rights to life, freedom of expression, access to information, and peaceful assembly, as protected under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. The intentional suppression of communications in this context significantly heightens the risk of irreparable harm to civilians and undermines the possibility of accountability.
In light of the urgency of the situation, I respectfully request that the relevant Special Procedures consider issuing an urgent action or allegation letter, engaging with the Government of Iran without delay, and taking all appropriate measures within their respective mandates to address the use of communications shutdowns in connection with alleged lethal force and other serious violations. The immediate restoration of full internet access and unfettered international communications is essential to protect civilian life, enable independent monitoring, deter further abuses, and ensure accountability.
I respectfully request confirmation that this submission has been received and transmitted to the appropriate mandate holders for urgent consideration.
Thank you for your attention to this critical and time-sensitive matter.
Respectfully,

