Subject: Urgent: Human Rights Crisis and Internet Shutdown in Iran
____
Dear Sir or Madam,
I write in my personal capacity as a concerned member of the international community to draw the urgent attention of the Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office to the rapidly deteriorating human rights situation in the Islamic Republic of Iran. Recent international developments, including heightened discussion at the United Nations, underscore the seriousness of the crisis and the need for sustained and decisive engagement.
Of particular concern is the deliberate, nationwide shutdown of internet and international communications, imposed alongside credible and widespread reports of lethal force being used against civilians. According to multiple reliable sources, these actions have resulted in the killing of thousands of individuals and the arbitrary detention of thousands more.
The prolonged disruption of communications has effectively cut off the civilian population from the outside world at a moment of acute and escalating danger. Families both inside and outside Iran are deprived of any reliable means to determine the fate or condition of their loved ones, while journalists, human rights defenders, and civil society actors are prevented from documenting, verifying, or sharing information concerning alleged killings, arbitrary arrests, enforced disappearances, and other grave violations of fundamental rights. In this context, the communications blackout appears to serve as a tool to conceal abuses and evade accountability.
There are grave and well-founded concerns that many detainees face an imminent risk of torture, ill-treatment, and accelerated or summary executions, particularly in the absence of transparency, basic due process guarantees, independent judicial oversight, or access to legal representation. The continuation of the internet shutdown substantially increases the risk of irreversible harm and further loss of life by obstructing international monitoring and timely intervention.
Taken together, these developments raise serious concerns under international human rights law and directly engage rights protected under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, including the right to life. They also implicate the United Kingdom’s longstanding commitments to the promotion and protection of human rights through its foreign policy and multilateral engagement. The intentional suppression of communications in this context undermines transparency, weakens international reporting mechanisms, and magnifies the risk of large-scale and irreparable violations.
In light of the urgency and gravity of the situation, I respectfully urge the Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office to engage without delay within its human rights and foreign policy mandate. This includes the use of public diplomacy, close coordination with international partners, and active engagement with relevant United Nations mechanisms, including support for strengthened international scrutiny, independent investigations, and accountability measures. In particular, sustained UK leadership in multilateral forums is essential to reinforce international efforts—alongside those of European and other partners—to press for an immediate halt to executions, the immediate and unconditional release of political detainees, the restoration of full internet access and unfettered international communications, and meaningful steps toward accountability for those responsible for grave violations.
I would be grateful for confirmation that this submission has been received and forwarded to the appropriate department or desk for urgent consideration.
Thank you for your attention to this grave and time-sensitive matter.

Respectfully,
(Full Name)
(City / Country – optional)

