Subject: Urgent Appeal on Human Rights Crisis and Internet Blackout in Iran
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Dear Special Rapporteur,
On behalf of concerned members of the international community, and in my personal capacity, I respectfully bring to your attention the ongoing and escalating human rights crisis in the Islamic Republic of Iran, including the deliberate, nationwide shutdown of internet and international communications, occurring contemporaneously with credible reports of the use of lethal force against civilians. The systematic and sustained disruption of communications has not only deprived families abroad of any ability to ascertain the welfare of loved ones but has also obstructed independent documentation and reporting of alleged killings, arbitrary detentions, and other serious violations of fundamental rights. The communications blackout, in combination with reports of lethal force and restrictions on peaceful assembly and expression, raises profound concerns under international human rights standards, including the rights to life, freedom of expression, and peaceful assembly, as reflected in the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and related norms.
In light of these circumstances, I respectfully urge your mandate to consider the following actions: (1) issue an urgent appeal or public statement addressing the use of communications shutdowns in Iran as an enabling mechanism for human rights violations; (2) formally document the intersection of communication blackouts and lethal force as part of ongoing monitoring and reporting to the Human Rights Council and relevant UN forums; (3) seek information from relevant stakeholders, including civil society and independent monitors, to inform an updated assessment or communication to the Government of Iran; and (4) recommend tangible steps for the immediate restoration of internet access and unfettered communication for all civilians, including families separated by borders.
Restoration of communications access is essential not only for humanitarian purposes but also for accountability, transparency, and the protection of life itself. I respectfully request confirmation that this submission has been received and routed to the appropriate team within your mandate for consideration.
Thank you for your attention to this grave and urgent matter.
Respectfully,

