Email to: press_inquiries@newyork.msf.org
          CC: event.rsvp@newyork.msf.org.
Optional Subjects: 
· URGENT: Immediate Release of Doctors in Iran
· Urgent Appeal: Doctors Detained in Iran
· Iranian Doctors Face Execution– Call for Immediate Release
· Doctors Are Being Arrested– Urgent Call for Their Release
· Doctors Jailed for Treating the Wounded
· Doctors Arrested for Saving Lives
· Doctors Face Execution for Treating Patients

Email body samples:
Version 1 (for Physicians, Nurses and healthcare workers)
Dear Sir or Madam,
My name is __________, and I am a _________ based in ________.  I am writing with extreme urgency and deep concern regarding credible and consistent reports that physicians and other healthcare workers in Iran have been arrested, detained, and prosecuted solely for providing medical care to wounded civilians. There is grave concern that some of these detained medical professionals now face an imminent risk of execution.
These healthcare workers were not engaged in political activity, protest organization, or actions against the state. They were carrying out the most fundamental and non-negotiable duty of medicine: treating the injured and preserving human life without discrimination, coercion, or fear. Punishing medical professionals for providing care constitutes a direct and intolerable violation of medical neutrality and the protection of healthcare—principles that lie at the very core of humanitarian medicine.
According to multiple credible reports, security forces have entered hospitals and medical facilities, removed injured patients from care, and subsequently targeted the physicians and healthcare workers who treated them. Some medical professionals have reportedly been charged under national security or religious provisions that may carry the death penalty. This has created a climate of terror in which wounded individuals avoid seeking lifesaving treatment and healthcare workers are forced to choose between their professional duty and their own survival.
Such actions represent a profound breach of international humanitarian norms and fundamental human rights. Criminalizing medical care undermines access to healthcare for entire populations and endangers the independence and safety of medical practice everywhere. No healthcare worker should ever be detained, prosecuted, or executed for fulfilling their duty to care for the wounded.
Given Doctors Without Borders’ mandate to defend medical neutrality, protect healthcare workers, and speak out when access to care is obstructed, I respectfully and urgently call upon MSF to consider immediate action, including: publicly condemning the arrest, detention, and threatened execution of healthcare workers in Iran; raising international awareness through official statements and advocacy; engaging relevant international mechanisms to highlight violations of medical neutrality; and supporting efforts aimed at securing the immediate and unconditional release of all detained medical professionals and ensuring their protection.
When healthcare workers are targeted for doing their jobs, silence risks normalizing these abuses. The consequences extend far beyond Iran, threatening the safety of patients and medical professionals worldwide.
Time is critical. Every delay increases the risk of irreversible harm. I respectfully urge Doctors Without Borders to treat this situation as an urgent humanitarian and medical emergency requiring immediate and sustained attention.
Sincerely,

(NAME)
(PROFESSION / TITLE)
(INSTITUTION OR AFFILIATION – optional)
(COUNTRY)

Version 2 (for the Public and Non-Healthcare Professionals)
Dear Sir or Madam,
I am writing with the utmost urgency regarding credible and deeply alarming reports that physicians and other healthcare professionals in Iran have been arrested, detained, and prosecuted solely for providing medical treatment to wounded civilians. There is serious concern that some of these medical professionals now face an imminent risk of execution.
I respectfully urge Doctors Without Borders, as a leading independent medical and humanitarian organization dedicated to protecting healthcare and medical neutrality, to call for the immediate and unconditional release of all detained Iranian physicians and healthcare workers.
These physicians were not engaged in political activity, organizing protests, or acting against the state. Their only “offense” was fulfilling the most basic duty of medicine and humanitarian care: treating the injured, preserving human life, and providing medical assistance without discrimination or fear. Arresting or threatening healthcare workers for providing care amounts to the criminalization of medical treatment itself.
According to multiple credible reports, security forces have raided hospitals and clinics, removed wounded patients directly from medical facilities, and subsequently targeted the physicians and healthcare workers who treated them. Some have reportedly been charged under legal provisions that may carry the death penalty. As a result, injured individuals are avoiding hospitals out of fear, and healthcare workers are practicing under constant threat of arrest, abuse, or execution.
These actions represent grave violations of medical neutrality, the right to health, and fundamental humanitarian and human rights norms, including protections against arbitrary detention and cruel, inhuman, or degrading punishment. When hospitals become sites of fear rather than care, entire communities are denied access to lifesaving treatment.
I therefore respectfully and urgently call on Doctors Without Borders to take immediate and public action by condemning the arrest, detention, and threatened execution of healthcare workers in Iran; raising international awareness through official statements and advocacy; engaging relevant international mechanisms to highlight these violations; and supporting efforts aimed at securing the immediate release and protection of all detained medical professionals.
When doctors are punished for treating the wounded, the harm extends far beyond those detained. It undermines trust in medical institutions, denies care to the injured, and sends a chilling message that compassion and humanity are punishable acts. Public condemnation and sustained international attention can help prevent irreversible loss of life.
Time is critical. Every day of inaction increases the risk of irreversible harm. I respectfully urge Doctors Without Borders to treat this matter as an urgent humanitarian and medical emergency requiring immediate public response and sustained engagement until all detained Iranian healthcare workers are released and protected.
Thank you for your attention to this urgent matter and for your continued commitment to defending medical neutrality, protecting healthcare, and saving lives wherever they are most at risk.
(Your Name)
(Your Profession / Affiliation (optional))
(Country)




Version 3 (for Physicians, Nurses and healthcare workers)
Dear Sir or Madam,
As members of the global medical and healthcare community, we are compelled to write when the fundamental principles of medical neutrality, protection of healthcare, and access to care are under direct threat. We do so in response to credible reports that physicians and other healthcare workers in Iran have been arrested, detained, and prosecuted solely for providing medical care to wounded civilians. Alarmingly, there are serious indications that some of these medical professionals may now face an imminent risk of execution.
The duty to treat the injured without discrimination, fear, or interference is a cornerstone of medicine and humanitarian care worldwide and lies at the very heart of MSF’s mission. When healthcare workers are punished for providing care, medical neutrality is violated and access to lifesaving treatment is obstructed. Such actions do not merely harm individual clinicians; they endanger entire communities by turning hospitals and clinics into places of fear rather than safety.
Multiple credible reports indicate that security forces have directly interfered with medical care by entering hospitals and clinics, removing wounded patients from medical facilities, and subsequently targeting the physicians and healthcare workers who treated them. Some medical professionals have reportedly been charged under legal provisions carrying the most severe penalties. These actions deter injured individuals from seeking care and force healthcare workers into an impossible choice: uphold their professional and humanitarian duty or risk their liberty and lives.
Such practices constitute grave violations of medical neutrality, fundamental humanitarian norms, and international human rights protections, including safeguards against arbitrary detention and cruel, inhuman, or degrading punishment. No physician, nurse, or healthcare worker should ever be detained, prosecuted, or executed for providing medical care. Allowing these abuses to continue sets a dangerous precedent that threatens the safety, independence, and ethical practice of medicine far beyond Iran’s borders.
In light of Doctors Without Borders’ mandate to protect healthcare, defend medical neutrality, and speak out when access to care is obstructed, we respectfully and urgently call upon MSF to take action by publicly condemning the arrest, detention, and threatened execution of healthcare workers in Iran; raising international awareness through official statements and advocacy; engaging relevant international mechanisms to highlight these violations; and supporting efforts aimed at securing the immediate and unconditional release and protection of all detained medical professionals.
When healthcare workers are targeted for fulfilling their humanitarian duty, silence or delay risks normalizing these abuses. MSF’s voice carries unique moral authority in reaffirming that medical care must never be criminalized and that healthcare workers must be protected when they act in accordance with their ethical and humanitarian obligations.
Given the severity and urgency of the situation, we respectfully urge Doctors Without Borders to treat this matter as a medical and humanitarian emergency requiring immediate public response and sustained attention until all detained Iranian healthcare workers are released and protected.
Sincerely,
(NAME)
(PROFESSION / TITLE)
(INSTITUTION OR AFFILIATION – optional)
(COUNTRY)

Version 4 (for Physicians, Nurses and healthcare workers)
Dear Sir or Madam,
My name is _____________, and I am a __________ based in _________. I am writing with grave professional and humanitarian concern regarding credible and escalating reports that physicians and other healthcare workers in Iran have been arrested, detained, and prosecuted solely for providing medical treatment to wounded civilians. There is serious concern that some of these medical professionals now face an imminent risk of execution.
As healthcare professionals and members of the global medical community, we urgently call for the immediate and unconditional release of all detained Iranian physicians and healthcare workers.
These individuals were not engaged in political activity, protest organization, or actions against the state. They were fulfilling the most fundamental obligation of medicine and humanitarian care: to treat the injured, preserve human life, and provide medical assistance without discrimination, fear, or external interference. Punishing healthcare workers for honoring this duty amounts to the criminalization of medical care and a direct assault on medical neutrality.
According to multiple credible reports, security forces have entered hospitals and clinics, removed wounded patients from medical facilities, and subsequently targeted the physicians and healthcare workers who treated them. Some have reportedly been charged under legal provisions carrying the possibility of capital punishment. This has created a climate of fear in which injured individuals avoid seeking lifesaving care and healthcare professionals are forced to choose between adherence to their ethical and humanitarian obligations and the risk of arrest, prosecution, or worse.
Such actions constitute grave violations of medical neutrality, the right to health, and fundamental protections under international human rights and humanitarian norms, including prohibitions against arbitrary detention and cruel, inhuman, or degrading punishment. No physician, nurse, or healthcare worker should ever be detained, prosecuted, or executed for providing medical care. Allowing these practices to continue endangers patients and healthcare workers alike and threatens the safety and independence of medical practice worldwide.
In light of Doctors Without Borders’ mandate to protect healthcare, defend medical neutrality, and speak out when access to care is obstructed, I respectfully and urgently call upon MSF to take action by publicly condemning the arrest, detention, and threatened execution of healthcare workers in Iran; raising international awareness through official statements and advocacy; engaging relevant international mechanisms to highlight these violations; and supporting efforts aimed at securing the immediate and unconditional release and protection of all detained medical professionals.
When healthcare workers are punished for fulfilling their humanitarian duty, silence risks normalizing these abuses. MSF’s voice carries unique moral authority in reaffirming that medical care must never be treated as a crime and that healthcare workers must be protected when they act in accordance with their professional conscience and humanitarian principles.
Time is of the essence. Every delay increases the risk of irreversible harm. I respectfully urge Doctors Without Borders to treat this matter as an urgent humanitarian and medical emergency requiring immediate public response and sustained international attention until all detained Iranian healthcare workers are released and protected.
Sincerely,

(NAME)
(PROFESSION / TITLE)
(INSTITUTION OR AFFILIATION – optional)
(COUNTRY)



