Subject: Urgent Request for Escalated UN Action Following Security Council Meeting on Iran
_____________________
Dear Special Rapporteur,
I write in my personal capacity, and on behalf of concerned members of the international community, to respectfully bring to your attention the ongoing and rapidly escalating human rights crisis in the Islamic Republic of Iran. This submission follows today’s emergency meeting of the United Nations Security Council addressing the situation in Iran, underscoring the gravity of the events and the urgent need for sustained and consequential international action.
Of particular concern is the deliberate, nationwide shutdown of internet and international communications, occurring contemporaneously with credible and widespread reports of the use of lethal force against civilians, resulting in the killing of thousands and the mass detention of thousands more. The systematic and sustained disruption of communications has effectively isolated the civilian population, depriving families inside and outside Iran of any meaningful ability to ascertain the fate, safety, or well-being of their loved ones. At the same time, the communications blackout has obstructed independent documentation, verification, and reporting of alleged killings, arbitrary arrests, enforced disappearances, and other serious violations of fundamental rights.
There are grave and well-founded concerns that many detained individuals face an imminent risk of torture, ill-treatment, and accelerated or summary executions, particularly in the absence of international scrutiny, due process guarantees, independent judicial oversight, or access to legal representation. The continuation of the communications blackout substantially heightens the risk of irreversible harm and further loss of life by concealing these abuses from public and international view.
These actions raise profound concerns under international human rights law, including violations of the rights to life, freedom of expression, peaceful assembly, and due process, as reflected in the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and related international norms.
In light of the scale, severity, and immediacy of the reported violations—and in view of the Security Council’s consideration of the situation today—I respectfully urge your mandate to consider issuing an urgent appeal or public statement; prioritizing documentation of killings, mass detentions, execution risk, and the use of internet shutdowns as an aggravating and obstructive measure; and actively supporting calls for the convening of a Special Session of the United Nations Human Rights Council to address the situation in Iran. Such a Special Session would provide an essential forum to mandate independent investigations, preserve evidence, demand an immediate moratorium on executions, and reinforce international accountability.

In addition, I respectfully request that findings arising from your mandate be transmitted, as appropriate, to relevant United Nations bodies, including the Human Rights Council and the United Nations Security Council, to support coordinated and urgent international action.
Thank you for your attention to this grave and time-sensitive matter.

Respectfully,
(Name)

