Email to: hrc-wg-ad@un.org
Optional Subjects: 
· URGENT: Immediate Release of Doctors in Iran
· Urgent Appeal: Doctors Detained in Iran
· Iranian Doctors Face Execution– Call for Immediate Release
· Doctors Are Being Arrested– Urgent Call for Their Release
· Doctors Jailed for Treating the Wounded
· Doctors Arrested for Saving Lives
· Doctors Face Execution for Treating Patients

Email body samples:
Version 1 (for the general public and professionals  - non-healthcare workers)
Dear Sir or Madam,
I am writing with the utmost urgency to bring to your attention credible and deeply alarming reports that physicians and other healthcare professionals in Iran have been arrested, detained, and prosecuted solely for providing medical treatment to wounded civilians. There is serious concern that some of these individuals now face an imminent risk of execution.
These detentions appear to constitute arbitrary deprivation of liberty under international human rights standards, including the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other relevant international instruments. The individuals concerned were not engaged in political activity, organizing protests, or acting against the state. Their detention appears to be based exclusively on their provision of medical care—conduct that is lawful, ethical, and protected under international norms.
According to multiple credible sources, Iranian security forces have entered hospitals and clinics, detained wounded patients from medical facilities, and subsequently arrested or prosecuted the physicians and healthcare workers who treated them. Some detainees are reportedly charged under national security or religious provisions that may carry the death penalty. These circumstances indicate a grave risk of irreparable harm.
In light of the mandate of the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention—to investigate cases of deprivation of liberty imposed arbitrarily or inconsistently with international standards, and to act on information submitted to it through urgent appeals—I respectfully urge the Working Group to take immediate action. This includes issuing urgent communications to the Government of Iran regarding these cases and calling for the immediate and unconditional release of all physicians and healthcare workers detained for providing medical care.
These detentions not only violate the right to liberty and security of person, but also have a chilling effect on access to medical care, as injured individuals avoid hospitals out of fear. The punishment of individuals for providing humanitarian medical assistance undermines fundamental human rights and raises serious concerns under international law.
Given the imminent risk to life in some of these cases, I respectfully request that the Working Group treat this matter as an urgent appeal and exercise its mandate to prevent irreversible harm. Prompt intervention by the Working Group can play a critical role in protecting the lives and rights of those arbitrarily detained.
Thank you for your attention to this urgent matter and for your continued work in addressing arbitrary detention worldwide.
Sincerely,

(Your Name)
(Country- Optional)

Version 2 (for the general public and professionals  - non-healthcare workers)
Dear Sir or Madam,
I am writing to respectfully request the urgent attention of the United Nations Working Group on Arbitrary Detention regarding credible reports of physicians and healthcare workers in Iran who have been deprived of their liberty solely for providing medical treatment to wounded civilians. There is serious concern that some of those detained are now facing an imminent risk of execution.
Based on publicly reported information, these individuals appear to have been arrested and prosecuted not for any recognizable criminal conduct, but exclusively for performing medical duties that are lawful, humanitarian, and protected under international standards. Detention on this basis constitutes an apparent arbitrary deprivation of liberty, incompatible with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other relevant international legal instruments.
Reports indicate that Iranian authorities have interfered directly with medical care by entering hospitals and clinics, removing injured patients, and subsequently detaining or prosecuting the medical professionals who treated them. In several cases, detainees are reportedly charged under broadly framed national security or religious laws that may carry capital punishment, raising an immediate risk of irreversible harm.
In accordance with the Working Group’s mandate to receive information from individuals and non-governmental sources and to act on alleged cases of arbitrary detention through urgent appeals and communications with governments, I respectfully request that the Working Group take immediate action in these cases. Such action may include issuing urgent communications to the Government of Iran and calling for the immediate and unconditional release of all physicians and healthcare workers detained for providing medical care.
Beyond the violation of the right to liberty and security of person, these detentions have wider consequences. They deter injured individuals from seeking medical treatment and undermine access to essential healthcare, compounding the human rights impact of the initial deprivation of liberty.
Given the reported risk to life and the possibility of irreparable harm, I respectfully urge the Working Group to treat this matter as an urgent appeal and to exercise its mandate without delay. Timely intervention by the Working Group can play a critical role in preventing further violations and protecting those who have been arbitrarily detained.
Thank you for your attention to this urgent request and for your continued commitment to addressing arbitrary detention worldwide.
Sincerely,
(Your Name)
(Country- Optional)

Version 3 (for Physicians, Nurses and healthcare workers)
Dear Sir or Madam,
My name is ________ and I am a ________ based in ___________. I am writing with grave professional concern regarding credible and escalating reports that physicians, nurses, and other healthcare workers in Iran have been arrested, detained, and prosecuted solely for providing medical treatment to wounded civilians. There is serious concern that some of these colleagues are now at imminent risk of execution.
As healthcare professionals, we are deeply alarmed that individuals are being deprived of their liberty for conduct that is lawful, humanitarian, and ethically required. Detention on this basis appears to constitute arbitrary deprivation of liberty, inconsistent with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other relevant international legal instruments.
These healthcare workers were not engaged in political activity, organizing protests, or acting against the state. They were fulfilling the most fundamental duty of our profession: to treat the injured, preserve human life, and provide medical care without discrimination, fear, or external interference. Punishing medical professionals for honoring this duty effectively criminalizes medical care itself.
According to multiple credible reports, Iranian authorities have entered hospitals and clinics, removed wounded patients from medical facilities, and subsequently arrested or prosecuted the healthcare workers who treated them. Some detainees are reportedly charged under broadly framed national security or religious provisions that may carry the death penalty. This creates an immediate risk of irreparable harm and has a chilling effect on access to medical care, as injured individuals avoid seeking treatment out of fear.
Such detentions raise serious concerns under international human rights law, including violations of the right to liberty and security of person, the prohibition of arbitrary detention, and protections against cruel, inhuman, or degrading punishment. They also undermine access to healthcare and threaten the independence and ethical practice of medicine.
In light of the mandate of the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention to receive information from individuals and non-governmental sources and to act on alleged cases of arbitrary detention through urgent appeals and communications with governments, I respectfully urge the Working Group to take immediate action. This includes issuing urgent communications to the Government of Iran and calling for the immediate and unconditional release of all physicians and healthcare workers detained solely for providing medical care.
Given the reported risk to life and the possibility of irreversible harm, I respectfully request that the Working Group treat this matter as an urgent appeal. Timely intervention by the Working Group can play a critical role in protecting the lives and rights of those arbitrarily detained.
Thank you for your attention to this urgent matter and for your continued work in addressing arbitrary detention worldwide.
Sincerely,

(NAME)
(PROFESSION / TITLE)
(INSTITUTION OR AFFILIATION – optional)
(COUNTRY)

Version 4 (for Physicians, Nurses and healthcare workers)
Dear Sir or Madam,
As members of the global medical and healthcare community, we respectfully address the United Nations Working Group on Arbitrary Detention in light of credible and deeply concerning reports that physicians and other healthcare workers in Iran have been arrested, detained, and prosecuted solely for providing medical care to wounded civilians. Alarmingly, there are indications that some of these individuals may now face an imminent risk of execution.
The individuals concerned were not engaged in political activity, organizing protests, or acting against the state. They were fulfilling their professional and humanitarian duty to treat the injured without discrimination. Deprivation of liberty on this basis appears to constitute arbitrary detention, inconsistent with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other relevant international legal instruments.
Multiple reports indicate that Iranian authorities have directly interfered with medical care by entering hospitals and clinics, removing wounded patients from medical facilities, and subsequently arresting or prosecuting the healthcare workers who treated them. Some detainees are reportedly charged under broadly framed national security or religious provisions carrying the most severe penalties, including the death penalty. These circumstances present a clear risk of irreparable harm.
Such practices raise serious concerns under international human rights law, including violations of the right to liberty and security of person, the prohibition of arbitrary detention, and protections against cruel, inhuman, or degrading punishment. They also have broader consequences, deterring injured individuals from seeking medical care and undermining access to essential healthcare services.
In accordance with the mandate of the Working Group to investigate cases of arbitrary deprivation of liberty and to act on information submitted to it through urgent appeals and communications to governments, we respectfully urge the Working Group to take immediate action. We request that the Working Group issue urgent communications to the Government of Iran and call for the immediate and unconditional release of all physicians and healthcare workers detained solely for providing medical care.
Given the reported imminent risk to life in some of these cases, we respectfully request that the Working Group treat this matter as an urgent appeal. Timely intervention by the Working Group may play a critical role in preventing irreversible harm and safeguarding the fundamental rights of those arbitrarily detained.
Thank you for your attention to this urgent matter and for your continued work in addressing arbitrary detention worldwide.
Sincerely,
(NAME)
(PROFESSION / TITLE)
(INSTITUTION OR AFFILIATION – optional)
(COUNTRY)



Version 5 (for Physicians, Nurses and healthcare workers)
Dear Sir or Madam,
We respectfully address the United Nations Working Group on Arbitrary Detention in light of credible and deeply concerning reports that physicians and other healthcare workers in Iran have been arrested, detained, and prosecuted solely for providing medical care to wounded civilians. Alarmingly, available information indicates that some of these individuals may now face an imminent risk of execution.
The individuals concerned were not engaged in political activity, organizing protests, or acting against the state. They were fulfilling their professional and humanitarian duty to treat the injured without discrimination. Deprivation of liberty on this basis appears to constitute arbitrary detention, inconsistent with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other applicable international legal instruments.
Multiple reports indicate that Iranian authorities have directly interfered with medical care by entering hospitals and clinics, removing wounded patients from medical facilities, and subsequently arresting or prosecuting the healthcare workers who treated them. Some detainees are reportedly charged under broadly framed national security or religious provisions carrying the most severe penalties, including the death penalty. These circumstances present a clear and immediate risk of irreparable harm.
Such practices raise serious concerns under international human rights law, including violations of the right to liberty and security of person, the prohibition of arbitrary detention, and protections against cruel, inhuman, or degrading punishment. They also have broader consequences, deterring injured individuals from seeking medical care and undermining access to essential healthcare services.
In accordance with the mandate of the Working Group to investigate cases of arbitrary deprivation of liberty and to act on information submitted to it through urgent appeals and communications to governments, we respectfully urge the Working Group to take immediate action. We request that the Working Group issue urgent communications to the Government of Iran and call for the immediate and unconditional release of all physicians and healthcare workers detained solely for providing medical care.
Given the reported imminent risk to life in some of these cases, we respectfully request that the Working Group treat this matter as an urgent appeal. Timely intervention by the Working Group may play a critical role in preventing irreversible harm and safeguarding the fundamental rights of those arbitrarily detained.
Thank you for your attention to this urgent matter and for your continued work in addressing arbitrary detention worldwide.
Sincerely,
(NAME)
(PROFESSION / TITLE)
(INSTITUTION OR AFFILIATION – optional)
(COUNTRY)



