Subject: Urgent Concern Regarding Human Rights Violations and Internet Shutdown in Iran
Dear Sir or Madam,
On behalf of concerned members of the international community, and in my personal capacity, I respectfully submit this correspondence for consideration by the appropriate offices within the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade regarding the ongoing and rapidly escalating human rights crisis in the Islamic Republic of Iran, including the deliberate nationwide shutdown of internet and international communications amid credible reports of the use of lethal force against civilians.
The sustained disruption of communications has effectively isolated the civilian population at a moment of heightened risk. Families inside and outside Iran have been deprived of any reliable means to ascertain the safety and well-being of loved ones, while journalists, human rights defenders, and civil society actors are unable to document, verify, or transmit information concerning alleged killings, arbitrary detentions, enforced disappearances, and other serious violations of fundamental rights. When combined with reports of lethal force and severe restrictions on peaceful assembly and expression, this communications blackout appears to facilitate further abuses and to obstruct transparency and accountability.
These developments raise grave concerns under international human rights law and directly implicate core rights protected under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, as well as New Zealand’s longstanding commitment to the promotion and protection of human rights through its foreign policy and multilateral engagement. The intentional suppression of communications in this context significantly heightens the risk of irreparable harm to civilians and undermines international monitoring and reporting efforts.
In light of the urgency of the situation, I respectfully urge the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade to engage without delay within its human rights and foreign policy mandate, including through diplomatic engagement, coordination with international partners, and support for relevant United Nations mechanisms. The immediate restoration of full internet access and unfettered international communications is essential to protect civilian life, enable independent reporting, deter further abuses, and support accountability.
I respectfully request confirmation that this submission has been received and routed to the appropriate office for urgent consideration.
Thank you for your attention to this grave and time-sensitive matter.
Respectfully,
(Name)
(Country)

